




S-70

SH
O

W
 RU

LES

INSTRUCTIONS FOR  PATTERN #4

Be ready at A.

1. Walk to B.
2. Trot around B and to judge.
3. Stop and set up for inspection.
4. When dismissed, back one horse length.
5. Turn 270 degrees and walk straight off.

Follow the instructions of your ring steward.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PATTERN #5

Be ready at A.

1. Walk halfway to B.
2. Trot to and around B as shown.
3. When just past B, walk to judge and set up for inspection.
4. When dismissed, perform a 270 degree turn and trot away.

Follow the instructions of your ring steward.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PATTERN #6

Be ready at A.

1. Trot to B and stop.
2. Back until even with judge.
3. Perform a 90 degree turn. Walk to judge.
4. Stop and set up for inspection.
5. When dismissed, perform a 90 degree turn.
6. Trot to the line up or follow the directions of the ring steward.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PATTERN #7

1. Walk to A.
2. At A, pick up trot and continue to B.
3. Execute a 270 degree turn and trot to C.
4. Execute a 180 degree turn and trot around B to judge.
5. Stop. Set up for inspection.
6. When excused, back.
7. Execute a 90 degree turn, exit at a trot. 

Follow the instructions of your ring steward.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PATTERN #8

1. Begin before A. Walk to A.
2. At A, trot and proceed around B to Judge.
3. Stop. Set up for inspection.
4. When excused, execute a 90 degree turn. Back.
5. Execute a 180 degree turn. Trot to C.
6. Execute a 90 degree turn. 
7. Exit at a trot.

Follow the instructions of your ring steward.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PATTERN #9

1. Begin before A. Walk to A.
2. At A, begin trot and continue to B.
3. At B, stop. Execute a 270 degree turn.
4. Trot around B to Judge. Stop. Set up for inspection.
5. When excused execute a 90 degree turn. Back.
6. Execute a 270 degree turn and trot away.
7. Exit at a trot.

Follow the instructions of your ring steward.
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YD-000 YOUTH DIVISION

YD-010 REQUIREMENTS
All show rules apply to the Youth Division except where 
specifically modified in the passages below regarding the Youth 
Division. All youth must have a current AMHyA membership 
card. The AMHyA, a division of AMHA, will keep a Youth 
Directory of the youth applying to the Association. Application 
forms will be available from the AMHA office. The youth will 
receive a special packet including an AMHA Rule Book, AMHyA 
identification card, biography form and other materials which 
promote youth participation in AMHyA. 
(Amended 02-04, effective 01-05) 
(Amended 06-04, effective 01-05)

A.  Age requirements
  In no case shall any contestant be more than 18 years 

old on January 1 of that show year. A child’s age shall be 
determined by the age on January 1st and will show at that 
age for that calendar year.  
(Amended 02-06, effective 01-07)

B.  Splitting or combining of age groups
  The following age groupings are those recognized by the 

AMHA for youth classes:
 1.  18 years and under
 2.  12 years and under, and 13 to 18 years
 3.  7 years and under, 8 to 12 years, and 13 to 18 years
 4.  Youth 7 & Under Pleasure Driving shall be offered
  as one class.  One style of driving is to be
  demonstrated: Single Pleasure, Country Pleasure
  or Classic Pleasure.  Horse will be judged according to 
  the style in which it is being driven. This class is not a
  qualifier for Grand  Championship classes at any 
  AMHA approved show.
         (Amended 01-13, effective 01-14)
 5.   For the youth halter classes, Youth Exhibiting Mares 

and Youth Exhibiting Geldings, the age groupings in 2 
or 3 above must be offered.

 6.   For Youth Showmanship, the age groupings in 3   
 above must be offered.

      In Youth Showmanship 7 years and under only pattern 
  No. 1 is to be used.
 7.   Youth Special Needs Classes are open to Special 

Needs youth 18 years and under showing mares or 
geldings.  All accepted youth rules to apply.  Standard 
age divisions will not apply.  In Youth Special Needs 
Showmanship 18 and under, only pattern No. 1 is to 
be used.

 8. The above listed splits for youth classes by age may or  
  may not be available for each individual class.  Check 
  PA-030-D for listings of the only recognized youth  
  class splits.  Cross reference in YD-010-B and PA- 
  030-D.

(Amended 11-00, effective 01-02)
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  (Amended 02-08, effective 01-09)

C.  Ownership requirements
  Any horse exhibited does not have to be owned by the 

contestant to acquire AMHA World Championship Show 
Qualification points (see WS-030); however, in order 
to qualify for AMHyA Titles and Awards and Honor 
Roll Points, excluding World Championship Show 
Qualification (see WS-030), the horse must be owned or 
leased (see lease rules) by: the youth, either individually 
or jointly, the family (mother, father, brother, sister, 
aunt, uncle, legal guardian, grandparent, step-parents, 
step-siblings, and step-grandparents) or family-owned 
corporation, ranch or farm, except for leadline class. If 
the surname of the youth is not the same as the owner 
of record of the horse shown, the AMHA office must be 
notified of family affiliation. Points will be awarded after 
notification date of family affiliation; shows prior to date 
of notification will not be changed. 

 1.   Such ownership must be evidenced by the records of 
AMHA and the Certificate of Registration of such 
horse must show such person as the owner by proper 
endorsement of the Association at the time the horse is 
entered in any youth class; or the record of lease must be 
on file at the AMHA office before points can be earned.

 2.   Youth exhibitors will be required to submit a copy 
of their current Youth cards with horse show entries. 
The youth’s membership number must be entered 
on all show entries in order for the AMHA office to 
verify the points needed for World Championship 
qualification. AMHyA membership may be applied 
for at an AMHA Approved Show. 

(Amended 02-04, effective 01-05)
  
D.   YOTE Division, Youth Owned Trained and Exhibited 

(YOTE)
 a.  The horse exhibited by the YOTE must be trained, 

conditioned, groomed and shown by the YOTE or a 
nonprofessional family member (spouse, mother, father, 
brother, sister, niece, nephew, son, daughter, grandparent, 
legal ward, in-laws, step-children, step-parents, step-
siblings) in all divisions entered.  Further, no one with a 
professional trainer in the household or on premises may 
compete in the YOTE division.  

  1.  Anyone may hold a YOTE horse.  This is permissible 
and encouraged as it assures the owner/exhibitor 
that the horse is being supervised.

  2.  YOTE horses may be transported to and from shows 
by anyone, including trainers. This includes loading, 
unloading, feeding and watering during transport.

  3.  Anyone can pet a YOTE horse, or assist a YOTE 
horse in an emergency.  Showing affection to horses 
is permitted and encouraged.  The petting of a horse 
with your bare hand is not considered grooming the 
horse.
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 b.  Any horse exhibited in YOTE classes must be owned 
or leased (see lease rules) by the youth individually 
or jointly, the youth’s family (spouse, mother, 
father, brother, sister, niece, nephew, son, daughter, 
grandparent, legal ward, in-laws, step-children, step-
parents, step-siblings), or family-owned corporation, 
ranch or farm.   The owner or lessee of record must 
be so recorded in the AMHA office by January 1st of 
each year in which the YOTE horse is to be shown.  If 
a horse is acquired after January 1, the youth owner/
lessee must wait until the following year to enter the 
YOTE classes.  

 c.  Current year foals, whose dams met the ownership or 
lease requirements on January 1, may be shown by a 
YOTE exhibitor who would be eligible to show the dam.

 d.  A horse will be declared a YOTE horse when it enters 
its first YOTE class of the calendar year.  Prior to being 
declared, the YOTE horse must abide by the YOTE 
rules starting on January 1st.  The YOTE horse must 
be shown under the YOTE guidelines for one calendar 
year starting on January 1st regardless of the class 
entered (including open division classes).

 e.  A declared YOTE horse may be removed from the YOTE 
program by submitting the YOTE Opt-Out Declaration 
form to the AMHA Office.  The YOTE Opt-Out Form 
must be on file with the Office prior to the YOTE horse 
being trained, conditioned, groomed or shown by a 
professional trainer. The Opt-Out Declaration will not 
be accepted during the course of any show.  Fees-See 
Fee Schedule.  

 f.  Should a declared YOTE horse be sold during the 
calendar year it was designated for, a YOTE Opt-Out 
Declaration Form must be submitted to the Office prior 
to, or with the Transfer of Ownership or Lease.  Once 
a horse has been sold, it must wait until the following 
calendar year to enter YOTE classes.

 g.  The YOTE horse and handler may show in their 
appropriate youth age group class or open division class.

 h.  Failure to abide by the YOTE rules once a YOTE horse 
has begun showing within a given calendar year will 
result in the following penalties.

  1.  Violations at Local/Championship/World Shows.  
The declared YOTE horse will be disqualified from 
all classes at the show where the violation occurred.  
The YOTE horse will forfeit its YOTE status for the 
remainder of the calendar year it was declared for.  
The youth will be subject to the AMHA Disciplinary 
Committee.  The youth should have a parent or 
guardian present when contacted by or going before 
the AMHA Disciplinary Committee. 

  2.  All alleged violations must be substantiated by official 
records, show management observation, or other 
recorded visual evidence. Optional at Local Shows 
and Mandatory at Championship & World Shows.
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E. Points
  A contestant may exhibit more than one horse; however, the 

points earned by the youth with each horse will be compiled 
separately.

 1.   Points will be compiled on a one horse/one youth basis 
in Youth events with the exception of showmanship 
points. Showmanship points will remain with the 
exhibitor.

 2.   Points are to be awarded on the same basis used in 
Adult division.

 3.   For World High Point Awards, points will be compiled 
on youth exhibitors from January 1 to December 31.

 4.   In the event the horse is sold, a new start must be made 
by the new owner.

F.   No youth 12 years of age and under may show stallions with 
the exception of weanling and yearling colts.

G.   Youth Showmanship at Halter Rules: Refer to CL-080 
Showmanship.
(Amended 06-04, effective 01-05)

H.   Headers for Youth Special Needs Halter classes (all ages) are 
optional (except driving) and may enter the ring during the 
class with the youth.  Headers in 7 & Under Halter classes are 
mandatory, and optional in 8-12 and 13-18 classes.  Headers 
for these classes may enter the ring once the judging has been 
completed and the horses are retired to the rail.  

 (Amended 02-06, effective 01-07)
 
 Youth or Special Needs driving classes requiring an 
 accompanying person for safety, (adult for all youth classes,)
 requires that the accompanying person remain in the cart 
 at all times until the exhibitor leaves the arena.  A separate 
 header will be required for all youth drivers with an
 accompanying adult.  The accompanying adult will not assist 
 the driver verbally or physically.

 The touching of the driver by hand will constitute assistance. 
 The accompanying adult’s hands must remain on the seat,
 on the cart, or in their own lap.  Any assistance will result  
 in automatic disqualification of that entry.  

AM-000 AMATEUR DIVISION

All amateurs who have applied for an Amateur Card and/or 
enter an AMHA Amateur Class are responsible for knowing the 
division rules. Any person who violates an established amateur 
rule shall be subject to disciplinary action which may include 
loss of amateur status for 12 months or more from the date of 
infraction, loss of awards/points/winnings for the show in which 
the infraction occurred and/or for the entire show year. Refer to 
GR-050, General Rules 134, 150-152, 160-165 and 170-171 for 
disciplinary action.
(Amended 06-04, effective 01-05)
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PLEASE NOTE:  See AM-010-B for Ownership Requirements
AM-010 REQUIREMENTS 
All show rules apply to the Amateur Division except where 
specifically modified in the passages below regarding the Amateur 
Division.
(Amended 02-04, effective 01-05)

All past professionals, prior to the beginning of their five year 
waiting period, must be an AMHA member and declare in writing 
their intent to the AMHA before the waiting period begins (the 
waiting period being five years).  An advertisement will be placed 
in the MHW of the person’s declaration.  In the last year of the five 
year waiting period, the AMHA will place advertisements of the 
declaration in a minimum of five MHW editions.  Any protest by 
AMHA members may be made any time during this final year of 
the waiting period, in writing with a $100 fee.  The protest will be 
reviewed by the Show Rules Committee with the AMHA Board as 
the Appeal Level.
(Amended 02-12, effective 01-13)

A. Amateur Eligibility
 1.   For horse show purposes, a person is considered an 

amateur when he or she is no longer eligible to compete 
in youth classes and has not engaged in any activities, 
except as a youth, during the past five (5) calendar years 
which are listed below.

       a.  Having accepted remuneration in the last five (5) years 
for showing any horse at halter or in performance 
competition, training, schooling either horses or other 
persons.

       b.  Having accepted remuneration in the last five (5)  
years for having conducted seminars, clinics, given 
instruction in showing, training or judging.

       c.  Having accepted remuneration in the last five (5) years 
for judging or being a horse breed association judge or 
horse show association judge.

       d.  An individual who has had entry fees paid or has 
received premium money would still be considered an 
amateur.

 2.   Having the occupation of veterinarian or farrier or 
owning a tack store or boarding stable do not in 
themselves affect the amateur status of a person who is 
otherwise qualified.

 3.   Any person who does not qualify under these rules 
and shall knowingly and falsely represent himself to be 
an amateur in order to show in halter or performance 
classes for amateurs, and any person who violates any of 
the provisions of this rule shall be subject to disciplinary 
action.

 4.   Amateur cards will be required to show in all amateur 
classes.

       a.  Amateur card numbers are to be submitted on entry 
forms that have amateur class entries.

       b.  Amateur card numbers will remain with the person (i.e., 
upon yearly renewal, numbers will remain the same.)
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       c.  Amateur exhibitors will be required to submit a copy of 
their current Amateur cards with horse show entries. If 
an exhibitor does not have an amateur card at a show, 
they may apply and pay a fee at that show when making 
their entries. The entry form will be marked pending 
making them eligible to exhibit at that show. The fee 
and application will accompany the show results to the 
AMHA office.

(Amended 02-04, effective 01-05)
       d.  AMHA membership is NOT required for an amateur card.
       e.  Amateur card fees will be charged to AMHA members 

and non-members on an annual basis. These fees will 
be published in the annual fee schedule.

 5.   Amateur Division Level 1 and 2
       a. Level One Amateur
          1.  Qualify under existing amateur rules.
          2.  May have competed in AMHA amateur classes for no 

more than two (2) calendar years or accumulated no 
more than 50 lifetime Honor Roll points (whichever 
come later). The AMHA office will automatically cal-
culate points and determine years shown in January 
of every year. Each year in January a computer gener-
ated letter will be mailed only to the exhibitors who 
have exceeded the criteria for level 1 and have been 
moved to level 2.
(Amended 11-00, effective 01-02)

          3.  Each division to be considered separately. 
      (i.e.  Halter, Performance)
       b. Level Two Amateur
          1.  Qualify under existing amateur rules.
          2.  Exceeded Level one maximums as stated above.
          3.  Any professional who is applying or reapplying 

for their Amateur card and has fulfilled those 
requirements must enter the Amateur program as a 
Level 2. A “Professional” is defined as someone who 
has accepted remuneration for showing any horse 
at halter or in performance competition, training, 
schooling either horses or other persons or who has 
conducted seminars, clinics, given instruction in 
showing, training or judging for remuneration.
(Amended 02-06, effective 01-07) 

       c.  Any points earned or time acquired by a youth in the 
13-18 Youth Division with any horse shown regardless 
of ownership of horse shall carry over into the Amateur 
Division and will affect the determination of his or her 
Amateur Level 1 or Level 2 status.
(Amended 02-05, effective 01-06)
(Amended 02-06, effective 01-07)
(Amended 06-06, effective 01-07)
(Amended 02-16, effective 01-17)

        There will be no cross entering of Level 1 amateurs into 
Level 2 classes at a given show. If a Level 1 amateur chooses 
to: voluntarily/prematurely move into an advanced level 
of amateur, he/she may do so, however, that person relinquishes 
any future right to show at Level 1.
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 6.  Amateur Owned, Trained, and Exhibited (AOTE)
        The AOTE program was established in 1999 with the 

intent and purpose of providing classes in which an 
amateur exhibitor could show his/her horses without 
having to compete with horses that have been trained, 
groomed and/or conditioned by a professional during the 
current calendar year.  

       (Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)
 a. AOTE Requirements

The horse exhibited by the AOTE must be trained, 
conditioned2, groomed1 shown ONLY3 and measured 
at a show4 by the AOTE or a nonprofessional family 
member in all divisions entered.  Non-professional 
family members are defined as: spouse, mother, father, 
brother, sister, niece, nephew, son, daughter, grand-child, 
grandparent, legal ward, in-laws, step-children, step-
parents and step-siblings.  No one with a professional 
trainer in the household or on premises may compete in 
the AOTE division. 

 
CLARIFICATIONS
1 “Grooming” includes bathing, clipping, razoring and all other 
allowable enhancements needed to prepare horse for showing.
2 “Conditioning” includes, but is not limited to, exercising and 
neck or body wrapping.
3 If you co-own your horse with a non-related individual, only 
one owner (household/family) can show the horse AOTE and the 
other owner will not be allowed to show the horse that calendar 
year.

Dental, medical and farrier care do NOT have to be done by the 
AOTE exhibitor.

Must be harnessed by AOTE handler/owner or non-professional 
family member

Headers - Only non-professionals can head AOTE horses.
(Amended 1.1.19)
4 Must be measured at all shows by the AOTE handler/owner or 
non-professional family member.
  1. Exhibitor exceptions: 

Another Amateur may show AOTE horses in 
Championship classes only when the AOTE exhibitor 
has more than one horse qualified.  Another Amateur 
may assist in any class requiring multiple handlers.  

  2. Horse handling exemptions:
An AOTE horse may be held, or petted by anyone.  
The petting of a horse with your bare hand is not 
considered grooming the horse.  Anyone may assist 
an AOTE horse in an emergency
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  3. Transportation
AOTE horses may be transported to and from shows 
by anyone, including trainers.  This includes loading, 
unloading, feeding and watering during transport.
(Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)
(Amended 02-13, effective 01-14)

 b. Ownership  
The owner or lessee of record must be so recorded 
on the registration certificate (not postmarked) by 
January 1st of each year in which the AOTE horse is 
to be shown.  If a horse is acquired or recorded on 
the registration certificate in the AMHA office after 
January 1, the amateur owner/lessee must wait until the 
following year to enter the AOTE classes.  
(Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)

 c. Foals 
Current year foals, whose dams met the ownership or 
lease requirements on January 1 (lease must be dated 
on or before January 1), may be shown by an AOTE 
exhibitor who would be eligible to show the dam.  
(Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)

 d. AOTE Declaration
A horse will be declared an AOTE horse when it enters 
its first AOTE class of the calendar year. Prior to being 
declared, the AOTE horse must abide by the AOTE 
rules starting on January 1st.  The AOTE horse must 
be shown under the AOTE guidelines for one calendar 
year starting on January 1st regardless of the class 
entered (including open division classes).  
(Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)

 e. Opt-Out
A declared AOTE horse may be removed from the 
AOTE program by submitting the AOTE Opt-Out 
Declaration form to the AMHA Office. The AOTE 
Opt-Out Form must be on file with the Office prior to 
the AOTE horse being trained, conditioned, groomed, 
or shown by a professional trainer. The Opt-Out 
Declaration will not be accepted during the course of 
any show. Fees - See Fee Schedule.  

  (Amended 02-09, effective 01-10) 
(Amended 02-11, effective 01-12

 f. Sale of an AOTE Horse
Should a declared AOTE horse be sold during the 
calendar year it was designated for, an AOTE Opt-Out 
Declaration Form must be submitted to the Office prior 
to, or with the Transfer of Ownership or Lease.  Once 
a horse has been sold, it must wait until the following 
calendar year to enter AOTE classes.

 g. AOTE showing in other divisions
The AOTE horse and handler may show in their 
appropriate Amateur Level 1 or 2 classes or open 
division class.  

 h. Rule Violations
Failure to abide by the AOTE rules once AOTE horse 
has begun showing within a given calendar year will 
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result in the following penalties:
  1.  Violations at Local/Championship/World Shows:  

the declared AOTE horse will be disqualified from 
all classes at the show where the violation occurred.  
The AOTE horse will forfeit its AOTE status for the 
remainder of the calendar year it was declared for. The 
Amateur will be subject to the AMHA Disciplinary 
Committee.

  2.  All alleged violations must be substantiated by official 
records, show management observation, or other 
recorded visual evidence.

B.  Ownership requirements
  Any horse exhibited in amateur classes must be owned or 

leased by the amateur individually or jointly, the amateur’s 
family (spouse, mother, father, brother, sister, niece, nephew, 
son, daughter, grandchild, grandparent, legal ward, in-laws, 
step-children, step-parents, step-siblings), or solely owned 
corporation, ranch or farm.

 (Amended 12-03, effective 01-04)

 1.   Such ownership must be evidenced by the records of the 
Association and the Certificate of registration of such 
horse must show such person as the owner by proper 
endorsement of the Association at the time the horse 
is entered in any Amateur class; or the record of lease 
must be on file at the AMHA office.

C.   Points:  A contestant may exhibit more than one horse, 
however, the points earned by the Amateur with each horse 
will be compiled separately.

 1.   Points will be complied on a one horse/one amateur basis 
in amateur events, with the exception of showmanship 
where only the exhibitor is judged. The horse is merely 
a prop to show the showmanship ability of the amateur 
exhibitor.

 2.   Points are to be awarded on the same basis used in the 
regular division.

 3.   For World High Point Awards, points will be compiled 
on amateurs from January 1 to December 31.

 4.  In the event a horse is sold, a new start must be made by 
the new owner.

 5.   Points earned in Amateur Showmanship class shall 
remain with the exhibitor.

D.   Showmanship rules for amateurs are the same as outlined for 
youth showmanship. See CL-080 for showmanship rules.

E.   At local shows, optional Amateur Grand Championship 
Halter classes may be offered for stallions, mares and 
geldings. Classes eligible to compete in the appropriate sex 
division will be Amateur Level 1 and 2, and AOTE. 
See PA-020-C.
(Amended 12-01, effective 01-02)
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   Points will be awarded to Amateur Grand and Reserve 
Champions on the same basis as outlined in PA-015 and 

         PA-020.

SN-000 SPECIAL NEEDS DIVISION

SN-010 REQUIREMENTS
All show rules apply to the Special Needs Division except where 
specifically modified in the passages below regarding the Special 
Needs Division. All participants who enter an AMHA Special 
Needs class  are responsible for knowing the division rules.

A.  Special Needs Eligibility
  For horse show purposes, persons competing in this division 

must have a disability in compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). A disability is defined by 
the ADA as: “A physical or mental impairment which 
substantially limits one or more major life activities; or a 
record of such impairment; or being regarded as having such 
an impairment.”

 1.   Reasonable accommodations shall be granted on a 
case by case basis. A reasonable accommodation is any 
modification or adjustment that makes it possible for an 
individual with a disability to enjoy equal opportunities. 

B.  Age Requirements:
  The Special Needs division will have two sub divisions of 

classes:  Youth classes and Adult classes
 1.  Youth Special Needs classes are open to contestants 18 

years of age and under (refer to section YD-010-A).
 2.   Adult Special Needs classes are open to contestants 19 

years of age and over (refer to section CL-025-B-3).

C. Ownership
  Any horse exhibited does not have to be owned by the exhibitor 

to acquire AMHyA and AMHA World Championship Show 
Qualification points (see WS-030); however, in order to qualify 
for AMHyA and AMHA Titles and Awards and Honor Roll 
Points, excluding World Championship Show Qualification 
(see WS-030), the horse must be owned or leased (see 
lease rules) by: the exhibitor, either individually or jointly, 
the family (spouse, mother, father, brother, sister, niece, 
nephew, son, daughter, grandchild, grandparent, legal ward,  
in-laws, step-children, step-parents, step-siblings), 
or family owned corporation, ranch or farm. Refer to  
YD-010-C for other ownership guidelines that will 
apply to Youth Special Needs Classes. All Adult Special 
Needs classes will be conducted under the regular  
division rules (refer to GR-010 for other requirements).

D. Points
  A contestant may exhibit more than one horse; however, 

the points earned by the contestant with each horse will be 
compiled separately.

         1.  Points will be compiled on a one horse/one contestant 
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basis in Youth and Adult Special Needs events with the exception 
of Showmanship points. Showmanship points will remain with 
the exhibitor.
 2.  Points are to be awarded on the same basis used in regular 

division classes.
 3.  In the event a horse is sold, a new start must be  

made by the new owner.
 4.  Adult Special Needs classes will require a minimum of six 

(6) points to qualify for the AMHA Honor Roll. All other 
ownership rules outlines in this section and Honor Roll 
rules outlined in PA-025-A will apply.

 
  Refer to YD-010-D for other requirements regarding points 

in Youth classes. Refer to PA-010 for point requirements in 
regular division classes.

E.   Only mares or geldings are to be shown in Youth Special 
Needs classes.

F.   Only pattern Number 1 is to be used in Special Needs 
Showmanship classes. See CL-080 for other Showmanship 
rules.

G.  Headers for Youth Special Needs classes (all ages) are 
optional (except driving) and may enter the ring during the 
class with the youth. Headers for Adult Special Needs classes 
are optional (except driving) and may enter the ring during 
the class with the Adult. (Amended 02-08, effective 01-09)

   Youth or Special Needs driving classes requiring an 
accompanying person for safety, (Adult for all Youth 
classes), requires that the accompanying person remain in 
the cart at all times until the exhibitor leaves the arena.  A 
separate header will be required for all youth drivers with an 
accompanying adult.  The accompanying adult will not assist 
the driver verbally or physically.  The touching of the driver 
by hand will constitute assistance.  The accompanying adult’s 
hands must remain on the seat, on the cart, or in their own 
lap.  Any assistance will result in automatic disqualification 
of that entry.  

H.   Special Needs exhibitors shall be excused from wearing the 
required attire, except in Showmanship classes.  

 (Amended 02-09, effective 01-10)

I.  In Special Needs classes, exhibitors shall be lined up with 
at least two (2) horse lengths between each exhibitor. 
(Amended 02-09, effective 01-10)

J.   All exhibitors must follow the driving class general rules in 
CL-030 with the exception that headers in the line-up are 
required. An adult or senior youth (13-18) shall be permitted 
to accompany the driver. An optional header may be allowed 
in the arena throughout the whole class. The header must 
stand quietly where the ring steward indicates and shall not 
gesture or signal to any of the drivers.  The exhibitor is 
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responsible for controlling the horse.
  One style of driving is to be demonstrated: Single Pleasure, 

Country Pleasure, or Classic Pleasure.

  The judging shall be based 60 percent on the exhibitor’s 
performance, 30 percent on how the horse is performing 
according to the style in which it is being driven, and 10 
percent on the appropriateness of vehicle and attire for the 
style of driving.
(Amended 06-09, effective 01-10)

PA-000 POINTS, AWARDS AND TITLES

PA-010 SHOW CLASSIFICATIONS
A.   Shows shall be classified according to the number of horses 

in all approved classes limited to AMHA registered horses. 
This includes halter and performance classes. Each group in 
a group class, or each multiple hitch, will count as one horse.

B.   Classification of shows as to A, B, C, or D shall be made by 
the number of the horses actually exhibited during that show. 

  Show classification D - 1 to 19 horses
  Show classification C - 20 to 40 horses
  Show classification B - 41 to 85 horses
  Show classification A - over 85 horses

PA-015 POINTS
A.  Points shall be awarded on the following basis to qualifying 

horses entered and exhibited in AMHA shows: 
 
 No. of horses 
 in class 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th
 1-2 1/2
 3-5 1           1/2
 6-8 2            1           1/2
 9-11 3 2 1           1/2
 12-14 4 3 2 1           1/2
 15-17 5 4 3 2 1           1/2
 18 & over 6 5 4 3 2 1
 (Amended 02-14, effective 01-16)

B.  In any class points shall be awarded on the basis of the total 
number of eligible horses/exhibitors ACTUALLY JUDGED 
in competition for that class. 

 (Amended 11-00, effective 01-02)
C.  If any entry is disqualified for any reason after that class has 

been held, any points earned will be forfeited and points will 
be awarded to remaining horses/exhibitors according to the 
actual number of horses exhibited in the  class. 

 (Amended 11-00, effective 01-02)
 (Amended 02-07, effective 01-08)

D.  The horse awarded Supreme Halter Horse will receive two (2) 
additional points regardless of number of horses competing 
in that division.



S-88

SH
O

W
 RU

LES

PA-020 GRAND AND RESERVE HALTER CHAMPIONS
A.   The grand champion of each junior and senior sex and junior 

and senior gelding, divisions will receive at least one point 
more than any other horse in its respective junior or senior 
division, provided at least three (3) horses were exhibited in 
that junior or senior division. If necessary additional points 
will be added to the points the grand champion won in its 
ag or height class to give it this total. The grand champion 
will always receive a minimum of at least two (2) points in 
any show where at least six (6) horses have competed in that 
junior or senior division.
(Amended 02-07, effective 01-08)
(Amended 02-16, effective 02-17) 

  Example 1: If the grand champion stallion received three (3) 
points for being first in his class, and the first place stallion in 
another class also received three (3) points for being first in 
his class, then the grand champion stallion will be given one 
more point so that he will have a point more than any other 
horse in his sex division.

  Example 2: If the grand champion stallion received three 
(3) points for being first in his class and no other stallion 
received more than two (2) points for being first in his class, 
then no additional points will be awarded to the grand 
champion stallion.

 
  Example 3: The weanling class has two (2) entries, the 

yearling class has one entry and the two-year-old class has 
three entries. The winner of the two-year-old class is also 
junior champion; he received one point for winning his class 
and another point for being junior champion in order that he 
shall have a minimum total of two (2) points.

B.   The reserve champion of each junior or senior division shall 
receive as many points as any horse in his division except 
the champion. The reserve champion will always receive a 
minimum of at least one point in any show where at least six 
(6) horses have competed in the respective junior or senior 
division. If necessary, additional points will be awarded to 
the points he won in his class to bring his total up even with 
the other horse that had the most points.  

 (Amended 02-07, effective 01-08)
 (Amended 02-16, effective 01-17)
 
C.   The Amateur Grand Championship Halter classes must 

include first and second place winners from the appropriate 
sex and age classes. All first and second place winners must 
show in their respective championship class unless excused 
by the judge (s) or show manager. The Amateur Grand 
Champion must be selected from the first place winners 
in its sex division. The second place winner from the class 
providing the Grand Champion and the other first place 
horses will then be eligible for Reserve Champion. See GR-
045 I. All amateur horses must be exhibited by the same 
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amateur owner in the Amateur Grand Championship Class 
as in the class in which it qualified. If an amateur has more 
than one horse in the Amateur Grand Championship class, the 
additional horse(s) must be exhibited by another amateur handler 
or be withdrawn with the permission of the judge(s) or show 
management.  
 (Amended 11-00, effective 01-02)

PA-021  GRAND AND RESERVE DRIVING CHAMPIONS 
A.    The grand champion of each single pleasure driving, country 
pleasure driving, classic pleasure driving, and roadster driving 
division will receive at least one point more than any other horse  
in it’s respective driving division.  If necessary, additional points 
will be added to the points the grand champion won in its driving 
class to give it this total.

B.    The reserve champion of each driving division shall receive as 
many points as any horse in its division except the champion.  If 
necessary, additional points will be awarded to the points it won 
in its class to bring its total up even with the other horse that had 
the most points.
(Amended 02-16, effective 01-17)

PA-025 TITLES AND AWARDS
A.  Honor Roll 
  The AMHA will make annual awards based on the number of 

points earned by an individual horse during that show year 
(from January 1 to December 31) in competition in each of 
the events in which points are awarded at AMHA approved 
shows.
(Amended 11-00, effective 01-02) 
(Amended 10-11, effective 01-12)

 1.  The horse who earns more points during a show year 
than any other horse has earned in that event will 
be the year’s High Point earner for that event and an 
appropriate award will be awarded to the horse’s owner 
(example: 1996 Honor Roll Jumping or 1996 Honor 
Roll Open Roadster Driving). In the event of a first 
place tie. the horse that defeated the most horses will 
be the winner.
(Amended 11-21, effective 01-22)

 2.  In halter, the horse who earns the most points during 
a year in each age and height classification in each sex 
division will receive an appropriate trophy or plaque 
(Example: 1996 Honor Roll Weanling Stallion or 1996 
Honor Roll Senior Mare 28” and under or 1996 Honor 
Roll Two-Year-Old Gelding). If a horse shows in more 
than one height class, the points from both height 
classes will be combined and awarded to the higher 
height class.
(Amended 11-00, effective 01-02)

 3.  Each of the top ten (10) point earners for that year in 
each event will be so designated and an appropriate 
certificate shall be prepared and mailed to the owners of 
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said horses.
 4.  To qualify for any Honor Roll titles, the horse must have   

attended at least two (2) shows and earned at least  ten 
(10) points in the event during the year, except in Adult 
Special Needs classes where a minimum of six (6) points 
must be earned. 
(Amended 02-08, effective 01-09)
(Amended 11-21, effective 01-22)

 
B. AMHA Champions
  This title may be awarded to any individual stallion, mare, 

or gelding registered with the Association after it has won 
a total of fifty (50) or more points in competition in official 
AMHA shows provided:

 1.  That the points have been won in seven (7) or more shows 
under seven (7) or more judges.

 2.  That at least twenty (20) points have been won in halter 
classes.

 3.  That at least fifteen (15) of these points have been won 
in performance classes and specialty halter classes with a 
minimum of five (5) points each having been earned in at 
least one category of performance events and one category 
of specialty events or two (2) categories of performance. 
These five (5) points must be earned in at least two (2) 
categories and cannot be earned in a combination of 
categories.

  a.  The following performance events have been divided 
into three (3) categories:

         Category I - Open Single Pleasure Driving (32” & 
under/over 32” to 34”), Open Country Pleasure 
Driving (32” & under/over 32” to 34”), Open Classic 
Pleasure Driving (32” & under/over 32” to 34”), and 
Open Roadster Driving

         Category II - Open Halter Obstacle & Open    
Obstacle Driving

         Category III - Open Hunter, Open Jumping & 
Liberty

  b.  Specialty Halter classes will consist of Multi-Color 
and Solid-Color.

 4.   When the title of “AMHA Champion” is achieved, 
the owner of the said horse may request the 
proper certificate from the AMHA office; after 
verification, the certificate shall be prepared 
and forwarded to the owner of the said horse.  
(Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

C. AMHA Superior Event Horse
  This title may be awarded to any individual stallion, mare, 

or gelding registered with the Association provided said 
horse has earned seventy-five (75) or more points in any one 
AMHA recognized event. Of these seventy-five (75) points 
only forty-five (45) points may be earned as a two-year-old 
and younger horse.

 1.   Example: A horse who earns a minimum of seventy-five 
(75) points in Single Pleasure Driving will be designated 
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as AMHA Superior Single Pleasure Driving Horse: with seventy-
five (75) points in halter it would be listed as a Superior Halter 
Horse.
 2.   A horse may receive this title for each separate class 

in which he has earned seventy-five (75) points (see 
PA-030-B for performance and PA-030-A for halter 
qualifying classes).

 3.   When the title of “AMHA Superior Event Horse” is 
achieved, the owner of the said horse may request 
the proper certificate from the AMHA office; after 
verification, the certificate shall be prepared and 
forwarded to the owner of the said horse.

  (Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

D. Register of Merit
  The purpose of the Register of Merit is to establish a record 

of performance.
 1.   Horses are awarded a Register of Merit when they 

have won at least twenty (20) points in any one class. 
(Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)

 2.   For list of classes eligible for ROM see PA-030-A,B,& C.
 3.   When the title of “AMHA Register of Merit” is achieved, 

the owner of the said horse may request the proper 
certificate from the AMHA office; after verification, 
the certificate shall be prepared and for awarded to the 
owner of the said horse.
(Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

PA-026 YOUTH TITLES AND AWARDS
A.  A photocopy of the youth’s birth certificate may be required 

to receive any AMHA High Point awards.

B. Youth Honor Roll (Established 1989)
  The youth and his/her horse in each age group earning the 

most points in each youth event during that show year (from 
January 1 to December 31) will be the year’s High Point 
earner for that event and an appropriate award will be given. 
Youths and their horses placing second through tenth will 
receive an appropriate certificate. A minimum of six (6) 
points must be earned to be eligible for this award and/or 
certificate.

C. Youth Champion (Established 1989)
 1.   To be eligible for this recognition, the youth must 

comply with the ownership requirements as specified in 
Rule YD-010-C.

 2.   Points toward an AMHA Youth championship need not 
be earned in any one year. They may be accumulated 
until the youth reaches the age limit. 

 3.   The title AMHA Youth Champion shall be awarded 
after the youth has earned a total of fifty (50) or more 
points in youth competition in official AMHA shows 
provided:

       a.  That the points have been won in ten (10) or more 
shows under ten (10) or more judges.



S-92

SH
O

W
 RU

LES

       b.  That at least twenty (20) of these points have been 
earned in Showmanship, and of these twenty (20), a 
minimum of ten (10) points must have been won in 
either class A or B shows. (See Rule PA-010-B).

       c.  That at least fifteen (15) of these points have been won 
in performance and halter classes with a minimum of 
five (5) points each having been earned in at least two 
(2) categories of performance.

       d.  The following youth halter/performance events have 
been divided into four (4) categories.

         Category 1 -             Youth Halter
  Category 2 - Youth Single Pleasure Driving
   Youth Roadster Driving
   Youth Country Pleasure Driving
   Youth Classic Pleasure Driving
  Category 3 - Youth Halter Obstacle
   Youth Driving Obstacle
  Category 4 -  Youth Hunter
   Youth Jumper
  Youth Costume points may be used only to reach the total 

points required for AMHA Youth championship.

  When the title of “AMHA Youth Champion” is achieved, the 
youth may request the proper certificate from the AMHA 
office; after verification, the certificate shall be prepared and 
forwarded to that youth.
(Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

D.  Youth Superior Event Horse (Established 1989) 
  This title shall be awarded to any youth provided the youth 

and his/her horse have earned seventy-five (75) or more 
points in any one recognized event. 

  When the title “AMHA Youth Superior Event” is achieved, 
the youth may request the proper certificate from the AMHA 
office, after verification, the certificate shall be prepared and 
forwarded to that youth.
(Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

E. Youth Register of Merit (Established 1989)
 Merit is to establish a record of performance.
 1.   Horses are awarded a Register of Merit when they have 

earned at least twenty (20) points in any one class.
 2.   For list of classes eligible for ROM see PA-030-D 1-38.
 3.   When the title “Youth Register of Merit” is achieved, 

the youth may request the proper certificate from the 
AMHA office; after verification, the certificate shall be 
prepared and forwarded to that youth.

  (Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

PA-027 AMATEUR TITLES AND AWARDS
A. Amateur Honor Roll (Established 1998) 
  The amateur and his/her horse in each Amateur class earning 

the most points during that show year (from January 1 to 
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December 31) will be the years High Point winner for that event 
and an appropriate trophy or plaque will be awarded. Amateurs 
and their horses placing second through tenth will receive an 
appropriate certificate. A minimum of six (6) points must be 
earned to be eligible for this award and/or certificate.
 1.  Honor Roll points for Amateurs shall be divided 

into levels and heights for junior and senior horses, 
regardless of class description; i.e., Amateur Junior 
Mare Level 1 30” & Under, etc.

 2.  Amateur Regional Honor Roll titles for each of the top 
ten point earners for each region during a year will 
be recognized and published in the Miniature Horse 
World magazine.
(Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)

B. Amateur Champion (Established 1998)
 1.   To be eligible for this recognition, the amateur must 

comply with the ownership requirements as specified in 
Rule AM-010 B.

 2.   Points toward an AMHA Amateur Championship need 
not be earned in any one year.

 3.   The title AMHA Amateur Champion shall be awarded 
after the amateur has earned a total of fifty (50) or more 
points in amateur competition in official AMHA shows 
provided:

       a.  That the points have been won in seven (7) or more 
shows under seven (7) or more judges.

       b.  That at least twenty (20) of these points have been 
won in halter classes, (i.e.: Amateur halter mares or 
Amateur halter geldings.

       c.  That at least fifteen (15) of these points have been 
won in performance classes with a minimum of five 
(5) points each having been earned in at least two (2) 
categories of performance.

       d.  The following amateur performance events have been 
divided into four (4) categories:

  
  Category 1 - Amateur Showmanship
  Category 2 - Amateur Single Pleasure Driving
   Amateur Roadster Driving
   Amateur Country Pleasure Driving
   Amateur Classic Pleasure Driving
  Category 3 - Amateur Halter Obstacle
   Amateur Driving Obstacle
  Category 4 - Amateur Hunter
   Amateur Jumper
  When the title “Amateur Champion” is achieved, the 

amateur may request the proper certificate from the AMHA 
office; after verification, the certificate shall be prepared and 
forwarded to that amateur.

 (Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

C.  Amateur Superior Event Horse (Established 1998)
  This title shall be awarded to any amateur provided the 
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amateur and his/her horse have earned seventy-five (75) or more 
points in any one recognized event.  When the title “Amateur 
Superior Event Horse” is achieved, the amateur may request the 
proper certificate from the AMHA office; after verification, the 
certificate shall be prepared and forwarded to that amateur.

(Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

D. Amateur Register of Merit (Established 1998) 
  The purpose of the Register of Merit is to establish a record 

of performance.
 1.  Horses are awarded a Register of Merit when they have 

earned at least twenty (20) points in any one class.  
 2.  For list of classes eligible for ROM see PA-030-E  1- 51.
 3.  When the title “Amateur Register of Merit” is achieved, 

the amateur may request the proper certificate from the 
AMHA office; after verification, the certificate shall be 
prepared and forwarded to that amateur. 

(Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)

PA-030 RECOGNIZED POINT CLASSES
A. Halter Division
  The halter classes listed below are those recognized by 

AMHA for points:
 1. Weanling Mares & Stallions - 30” & Under
 2. Yearling Mares & Stallions - 28” & Under
 3. Yearling Mares & Stallions - Over 28” to 30”
 4. Yearling Mares & Stallions - Over 30” to 32”
 5.  Two-year-old Mares & Stallions - 29” & Under
 6.  Two-year-old Mares & Stallions - Over 29” up to & Including 31” 
 7.  Two-year-old Mares & Stallions - Over 31” to 33”
 8. Weanling Geldings - 30” & Under 
 9. Yearling Geldings - 32” & Under 
 10. Two-year-old Geldings - 33” & Under
 11. Senior Mares & Stallions - 28” & Under
 12.  Senior Mares & Stallions - Over 28” up to & Including 30”
 13.  Senior Mares & Stallions - Over 30” up to & Including 32”
 14.  Senior Mares & Stallions - Over 32” up to & Including 34”
 15. Senior Geldings - 30” & Under
 16. Senior Geldings - Over 30” up to & Including 32”
 17. Senior Geldings - Over 32” up to & Including 34”
 18. Open Stock Gelding
 19. Open Stock Mare
 20. Open Stock Stallion
 (Amended 11-00, effective 01-02)
 (Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)

  Points earned in approved combined classes as specified 
in CL-015 will count for TITLES AND AWARDS  
PA-025 and WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW WS-030 
according to the classes listed above.

B. Performance Division
  The performance classes listed below are those recognized by 

AMHA for points:
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 1.  Open Single Pleasure Driving - 32” & Under 
     (two-wheeled cart with basket)
 2.  Open Single Pleasure Driving - Over 32” up to & Including 34”
      (two-wheeled cart with basket)
 3. Open Golden Single Pleasure Driving
             (exhibitor 60 yrs or older)
 4. Open Country Pleasure Driving - 32” & Under
 5.  Open Country Pleasure Driving - Over 32” up to & Including 34”
 6. Open Golden Country Pleasure Driving
              (exhibitor 60 yrs or older)
 7. Ladies Country Pleasure Driving
 8. Gentlemen’s Country Pleasure Driving
 9. Ladies Single Pleasure Driving
 10. Gentlemen’s Single Pleasure Driving
 11. Single Pleasure Driving - Stallions
 12. Single Pleasure Driving - Mares
 13. Single Pleasure Driving - Geldings
 14. Country Pleasure Driving – Stallions
 15. Country Pleasure Driving – Mares
 16. Country Pleasure Driving – Geldings
 17. 3 Year Old Open Country Pleasure Driving
 18. 4 Year Old Open Country Pleasure Driving
 19. 3 Year Old Open Single Pleasure Driving 
 20. 4 Year Old Open Single Pleasure Driving 
 21. 3 Year Old Open Classic Pleasure Driving 
 22. 4 Year Old Open Classic Pleasure Driving 
 23. Open Classic Pleasure Driving - Under 32”
 24. Open Classic Pleasure Driving - 32-34”
         25. Open Golden Classic Pleasure Driving (exhibitor 60 
        yrs or older) 
 26. Classic Pleasure Driving Geldings
 27. Classic Pleasure Driving Mares
 28. Classic Pleasure Driving Stallions
 29. Ladies Classic Pleasure Driving
 30. Gentlemen’s Classic Pleasure Driving
         31. Open Carriage Driving Pleasure
         32. Open Carriage Driving Turnout
         33. Open Carriage Driving Working
         34. Open Carriage Driving Reinsmanship
         35. Open Carriage Driving Obstacle 
 36. Open Roadster
 37. Ladies Roadster
 38. Gentlemen’s Roadster
 39. Obstacle Driving
 40. Halter Obstacle
 41. Liberty
 42. Hunter
         43. Open Golden Hunter (exhibitor 60 yrs or older)
 44. Jumper
 45. Single Fine Harness Viceroy 
 46. Open Multiple - Hitch-Draft Harness - Pairs or Tandem
 47. Open Multiple - Hitch-Draft Harness - Three (3) or More
 48. Open Multiple - Hitch-Light Harness - Pairs or Tandem
 49.  Open Multiple - Hitch-Light Harness - Three (3) or More
 50. Antique Vehicle Driving
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 51. Adult Showmanship
 52. Golden Showmanship
 53. Versatility
 (Amended 11-00, effective 01-02)
 (Amended 02-02, effective 01-03)
 (Amended 02-10, effective 01-11)
 (Amended 12-11, effective 01-12)
 (Amended 11-18, effective 01-19)
         (Amended 11-21, effective 01-22)

C. Specialty Halter Classes
  The specialty halter classes listed below are those recognized 

by AMHA for points:
 1. Multi-Color Stallions & Geldings
 2. Solid-Color Stallions & Geldings
 3. Multi-Color Mares
 4. Solid-Color Mares

D. Youth Division
  The youth classes listed below are those recognized by 

AMHA for points:
 1. Youth 7 Years of Age & Under Exhibiting Mare
 2. Youth 8 to 12 Years of Age Exhibiting Mare
 3. Youth 13 to 18 Years of Age Exhibiting Mare
 4. Youth 7 Years of Age & Under Exhibiting Gelding
 5. Youth 8 to 12 Years of Age Exhibiting Gelding
 6. Youth 13 to 18 Years of Age Exhibiting Gelding 
      (The above classes 1 through 6 may be further divided into 

junior & senior mares & geldings.)
 7. Youth Stock Gelding
 8. Youth Stock Mare
 9. YOTE Mares 18 & Under
 10. YOTE Geldings 18 & Under
 11. Youth Showmanship 7 & Under
 12. Youth Showmanship 8 to 12
 13. Youth Showmanship 13 to 18
 14.  Youth Single Pleasure Driving 12 Years of Age & Under
 15.  Youth Single Pleasure Driving 13 Years of Age & Older
 16. YOTE Single Pleasure Driving 18 & Under
 17.  Youth Country Pleasure Driving 12 Years of Age & Under
 18.  Youth Country Pleasure Driving 13 Years of Age & Older
 19. YOTE Country Pleasure Driving 18 & Under
 20. Youth Classic Pleasure Driving 12 & Under
 21. Youth Classic Pleasure Driving 13-18
 22. YOTE Classic Pleasure Driving 18 & Under
 23. Youth Roadster
 24. Youth Roadster 12 Years of Age & Under*
 25. Youth Roadster 13 Years of Age & Older*
 26. YOTE Roadster 18 & Under
 27. Youth Halter Obstacle 12 Years of Age & Under
 28. Youth Halter Obstacle 13 Years of Age & Older
 29. Youth Obstacle Driving 12 Years of Age & Under
 30. Youth Obstacle Driving 13 Years of Age & Older
 31. Youth Hunter 12 Years of Age & Under
 32. Youth Hunter 13 Years of Age & Older
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 33. Youth Jumper 12 Years of Age & Under
 34. Youth Jumper 13 Years of Age & Older
 35. Youth Costume
 36. Youth Versatility
 37. Youth Versatility, 12 Years of Age & Under
 38. Youth Versatility, 13 Years of Age & Over
 (Amended 02-10, effective 01-11)
 (Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)
 (Amended 12-11, effective 01-12)
 (Amended 02-12, effective 01-13)
* These classes will be offered at the Championship and World 
Shows only.

(Amended 02-06, effective 01-07)

E. Amateur Division
  The amateur classes listed below are those recognized by 

AMHA for points:
 1. AOTE Exhibiting Junior Mare, Level 1
 2. AOTE Exhibiting Junior Mare, Level 2
 3. AOTE Exhibiting Senior Mare, Level 1
 4. AOTE Exhibiting Senior Mare, Level 2
 5. AOTE Exhibiting Junior Stallion, Level 1
 6. AOTE Exhibiting Junior Stallion, Level 2
 7. AOTE Exhibiting Senior Stallion, Level 1
 8. AOTE Exhibiting Senior Stallion, Level 2
 9. AOTE Exhibiting Junior Gelding, Level 1
 10. AOTE Exhibiting Junior Gelding, Level 2
 11. AOTE Exhibiting Senior Gelding, Level 1
 12. AOTE Exhibiting Senior Gelding, Level 2
         13. AOTE Versatility
         14. AOTE Hunter
         15. AOTE Halter Obstacle
 16. Amateur Junior Mares, 30” & Under, Level 1
 17. Amateur Junior Mares Over 30-33”, Level 1 
 18. Amateur Junior Mares 30” & Under, Level 2
 19. Amateur Junior Mares Over 30-33”, Level 2
 20. Amateur Senior Mares, 30” & Under, Level 1
 21. Amateur Senior Mares Over 30-34”, Level 1
 22. Amateur Senior Mares 30” & Under, Level 2
 23. Amateur Senior Mares Over 30-34”, Level 2
 24. Amateur Junior Stallion 30” & Under, Level 1 
 25. Amateur Junior Stallion Over 30-33”, Level 1  
 26. Amateur Junior Stallions 30” & Under, Level 2
 27. Amateur Junior Stallions Over 30-33”, Level 2
 28. Amateur Senior Stallion 30” & Under, Level 1
 29. Amateur Senior Stallion Over 30-34”, Level 1 
 30. Amateur Senior Stallions 30” & Under, Level 2
 31. Amateur Senior Stallions Over 30-34”, Level 2
 32. Amateur Junior Geldings, Level 1
 33. Amateur Junior Geldings, Level 2
 34. Amateur Senior Gelding 30” & Under, Level 1 
 35. Amateur Senior Gelding Over 30-34”, Level 1 
 36. Amateur Senior Geldings 30” & Under, Level 2
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 37. Amateur Senior Geldings Over 30-34”, Level 2
 38. Amateur Stock Gelding
 39. Amateur Stock Mare
 40. Amateur Stock Stallion
 41. Amateur Showmanship
 42. Amateur Single Pleasure Driving, Level 1
 43. Amateur Single Pleasure Driving, Level 2
 44. AOTE Single Pleasure Driving
 45. Amateur Country Pleasure Driving, Level 1
 46. Amateur Country Pleasure Driving, Level 2
 47. AOTE Country Pleasure Driving
 48. Amateur Classic Pleasure Driving, Level 1, 2
 49. AOTE Classic Pleasure Driving
 50. Amateur Roadster
 51. AOTE Roadster
 52. Amateur Halter Obstacle
 53. Amateur Obstacle Driving
 54. Amateur Hunter
 55. Amateur Jumper
 56. Amateur Versatility
 (Amended 02-06, effective 01-07)
 (Amended 02-07, effective 01-08)
 (Amended 02-08, effective 01-09)

(Amended 11-21, effective 01-22)

F. Special Needs Division
 The special needs classes listed below are those recognized  
 by AMHA for points:
 1. Youth Special Needs Showmanship 18 & Under
 2.  Youth Special Needs 18 & Under Exhibiting Mare or Gelding
 3. Adult Special Needs Showmanship
 4. Adult Special Needs Showing Mare or Gelding
 5.  Special Needs Driving.  Driver may be accompanied by an 

adult or senior youth (13-18).
     (Amended 02-06, effective 01-07)
     (Amended 02-09, effective 01-10)

WS-000 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP AND 
CHAMPIONSHIP SHOWS

Entry Procedures: The AMHA Regional and World Championship 
Shows are open to all AMHA registered horses and owners who 
are in good standing with the AMHA, (GR-025-G), who have 
met all of the requirements set forth in GR-010 of the current 
year Show Rules, and who have earned the necesssary qualifying 
points (WS-030-A), during the point accumulation period under 
(WS-030-B), and has met all other requirements for qualification 
to include but not limited to an Open, Amateur or Youth card.

WS-005 GUIDELINES
Championship shows are to use the same guidelines as the World 
Championship Show with the exception of points.

WS-010 LOCATION AND DATE
A. The World Championship Show will be held annually.



S-99

SH
O

W
 R

U
LE

S

B.  The World Championship Show shall be held in the United 
States. The World Championship Show site shall be selected 
based upon criteria including but not limited to enclosed 
and covered areas; enclosed stalls sufficient in number to 
meet the current needs of the Association; close proximity of 
hotels, restaurants, availability, cost, quality, features, etc.

 
C. There will be four (4) Championship Shows held annually.  
 They are to be divided as listed below: 
 - Western (Regions 8, 9. 10)
 - Central (Regions 6, 7, 12, 13)
 - Eastern (Regions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 11 with the exception of
               Missouri and Louisiana which will be in the Central Region)
 - European

 All residents of all other foreign countries must declare the
 Championship show in which they desire their horses to be 
 shown by the June 1 deadline. A horse must exhibit in at
 least one class at a local show to qualify for a Championship
 Show. 
 (Amended 02-14, effective 01-15)
 (Amended 02-17, effective 01-18)

WS-012 NOTIFICATION
The AMHA office will provide exhibitors with verification of 
receipt of entries in World Championship Show. This may be in 
the form of a paid receipt.
(Amended 11-21, effective 01-22)

WS-015 JUDGES FOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW
A. Number of Judges
  The number of judges required to judge the World 

Championship Show shall be two (2) teams of three (3) 
separate judges each. One team will judge all open classes 
and all performance classes other than youth and amateur. 
Team 2 will judge all youth and amateur classes. Specialty 
classes will be divided between the two (2) teams.
(Amended 11-21, effective 01-22)

B. Selection of Judges
  The Licensed Officials Committee is to furnish a list of 

thirty (30) names of judges to the AMHA office prior to the 
mid-summer Board of Directors Meeting of each year. The 
AMHA office is to hire ten (10) judges. These judges are to 
be AMHA-carded. 
(Amended 12-03, effective 01-04)

 1.   World Championship Show judges shall not have judged 
an AMHA-approved show for 30 days prior to the World 
Championship Show.

 2.   World Championship Show judges shall be announced by 
January 1 of each show year, or as soon as all contracts are 
finalized.

 3.   Judges teams shall be announced the first day of the World 
Championship Show.  (See LO-039)
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WS-016 CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW JUDGES
A. Selection of Judges for Championship Shows
 1.   Championship judges will be hired by the AMHA office.
 2.   Each Championship judging team will consist of three (3) 

judges.

WS-020 OFFICIALS
A. Show Manager
  The World Championship and Championship Show 

Manager must be a professional show manager to be hired by 
the Board of Directors. The liaison between show manager 
and the AMHA will be the AMHA office. The Show Manager 
must have no conflict of interest. Upon direction of the Board 
of Directors, the AMHA office may be required to function 
in the capacity of Show Manager.

B.  Stewards and other employees to be hired or supplied by the 
Show Manager/AMHA office and must not have a conflict of 
interest. (Refer to LO-041)

WS-025 JUDGING SYSTEM
A.   The World Championship Show will use teams of three 

(3) AMHA carded judges on each panel, all of whom were 
approved by the Licensed Officials Committee. All three 
of the judges’ cards/scores will be used to determine class 
winners. If a tie results, the call judge’s placing will be 
used to break all ties. If a tie still results from the first call 
judge’s card, the tabulation moves to the second call judge, 
then the third until all ties have been broken.
(Amended 02-07, effective 01-08)

 (Amended 06-09, effective 01-10)
(Amended 11-21, effective 01-22) 

B.  Class splits for Halter classes will be determined at the 
discretion of the Show Manager; however, it is mandatory 
that all classes be split at forty five (45). Each judge will place 
ten (10) horses out of each go round first through tenth. 
Using the accumulated point system, the Top Ten from each 
go round shall be designated semi-finalists. The numbers of 
the semi-finalists shall be posted as soon as possible after 
tabulation is completed. The semi-finalists will return to the 
ring to determine the final Top Ten. Finalists shall return 
for judging at a later time for selection of Champions and 
Reserves and down to tenth place.

C.  Driving classes will numerically be split as equally as possible 
based upon the length and width of the arena, multiplied by 
two, to determine the running feet of the arena and then 
divided by 36 running feet per horse.  Each judge will score 
their top ten horses.  Using the accumulated point system, 
the top ten from each go will be considered as possible 
finalists.  The Show Manager will bring back the maximum 
amount of horses possible per split, but not to exceed ten or a 
number that exceeds the maximum allowable exhibitors for 
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the running feet of the arena. If final is run immediately after 
splits, the paddock master will separate and send split A into 
the ring followed by split B with the two minute gate rule being 
strictly enforced. 
 (Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)
 (Amended 02-14, effective 01-15)

D.  Championship shows will be judged with a three (3) judge 
system wherein all three scores will be used in the tabulation 
for class placing.

E.  Show management reserves the right to judge classes in two 
(2) rings simultaneously if suitable and necessary. When it 
becomes necessary to use two (2) rings, they shall be divided 
into halter and performance (single work classes). Each 
performance exhibitor shall be extended all courtesy and 
consideration with a view to affording them the opportunity 
to show each horse in each class.

WS-027 ORDER OF GO
A.  At the discretion of the management of the World 

Championship and Championship Shows, random go orders 
may be generated by the computer for judging any classes, 
both performance and halter. 

 (Amended 02-02, effective 01-03)

B.  A horse entering the ring in the wrong order or have missed 
entering the arena in the assigned order will be eliminated 
from competition. It is the exhibitor/handler’s responsibility 
to enter the arena in the posted order of go. Deviations to the 
order of go may only be made by Show Management, and 
only in the cases of extraordinary circumstances, i.e., use of 
two show arenas, broken equipment, etc. 

 (Amended 02-05, effective 01-06)

C.  The Regional Championship or World Show Manager has 
the authority to design course and showmanship patterns 
increasing the level of difficulty within the direction of rule 
CL-080.
(Amended 02-12, effective 01-13)

WS-028 MEASUREMENT OF HORSES
A.  Once show officials have followed the rules for measuring 

the horse (GR-020) and the horse has been measured, the 
measurement becomes the official height for that show and 
is not protestable once the horse enters the ring. The height 
of the horse will be posted three (3) hours prior to the horse 
entering the ring. If any horse is shown where measurement 
was not posted (unless through show management error) in 
accordance with the above, its height can be protested up to 
one hour after its class is completed. If a protest is filed, the 
procedures for protest as outlined in GR-050 must be followed. 
The AMHyA World Show and AMHA World Show shall be 
considered separate events but use the same measurement. 
A horse entering the AMHyA show must be 
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protested prior to its first youth class. At the conclusion of the 
AMHyA World Show, all results and placings will be considered 
final. Any horse showing in the AMHA World Show (i.e. Amateur 
& Open Divisions) will be protestable even if it showed in Youth, 
but the protest must be made prior to the horse’s first class in the 
AMHA World Show Amateur/Open Show. Protests made during 
the Amateur/Open section of the World Show shall not affect 
placings in the AMHyA youth show.

(Amended 11-21, effective 01-22)

B.  If a horse shows in two (2) different height classes during 
the World qualifying period and at the World Championship 
Show the horse measures in the taller height class, the horse 
must have the required number of points of the taller height 
class to be able to compete at the World Championship 
Show. Points may be accumulated and combined in all height 
classes throughout the World qualifying period to qualify for 
the higher height class, but may not be used to qualify for 
a lower height class than the class in which the points were 
earned.

 (Amended 07-02, effective 01-03)
 (Amended 02-07, effective 01-08)

C.  Beginning in 1998, World Championship and Championship 
Shows to use measuring stick as described in GR-020-B.

WS-030 CLASSES   
AMHA Registered weanlings are exempt from AMHA Regional 
Championship & AMHA World Show qualification.

A.  The qualifying classes for the World Championship Show are:

                  Qualifying Points
1. Amateur Classic Pleasure Driving, Level 1..............................1
2. Amateur Classic Pleasure Driving, Level 2..............................1
3. Amateur Ladies Classic Pleasure Driving...............................0
4. Amateur Gentlemen’s Classic Pleasure Driving.....................0
5. Amateur Country Pleasure Driving, Level 1............................1
6. Amateur Country Pleasure Driving, Level 2...........................1
7. Amateur Ladies Country Pleasure Driving.............................0
8. Amateur Gentlemen’s Country Pleasure Driving..................0
9. Amateur Halter Obstacle.............................................................1
10. Amateur Hunter............................................................................1
11. Amateur Jumper...........................................................................1
12. Amateur Junior Geldings, Level 1.............................................1
13. Amateur Junior Geldings, Level 2.............................................1
14. Amateur Junior Mares 30” & Under, Level 1..........................0
15. Amateur Junior Mares 30” & Under, Level 2..........................0
16. Amateur Junior Mares Over 30-33,” Level 1...........................1
17. Amateur Junior Mares Over 30-33,” Level 2...........................1
18. Amateur Junior Mares, Level 1..................................................1
19. Amateur Junior Mares, Level 2..................................................1
20. Amateur Junior Stallion 30” & Under, Level 1........................0
21. Amateur Junior Stallion 30” & Under, Level 2.......................0
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22. Amateur Junior Stallion Over 30-33,” Level 1.........................1
23. Amateur Junior Stallion 30-33,” Level 2..................................2
24.    Amateur Junior Stallion, Level 1...............................................1
25. Amateur Junior Stallion, Level 2...............................................1
26. Amateur Obstacle Driving..........................................................1
27. Amateur Roadster........................................................................0
28. Amateur Senior Geldings 30” & Under, Level 1.....................0
29. Amateur Senior Geldings 30” & Under, Level 2.....................0
30. Amateur Senior Geldings Over 30-34,” Level 1......................1
31. Amateur Senior Geldings 30-34,” Level 2................................1
32. Amateur Senior Geldings, Level 1.............................................1
33. Amateur Senior Geldings, Level 2.............................................1
34. Amateur Senior Mares 30” & Under, Level 1..........................0
35. Amateur Senior Mares 30” & Under, Level 2..........................0
36. Amateur Senior Mares Over 30”-34,” Level 1..........................1
37. Amateur Senior Mares 30-34,” Level 2.....................................1
38. Amateur Senior Mares, Level 1.................................................1
39. Amateur Senior Mares, Level 2.................................................1
40. Amateur Senior Stallion 30” & Under, Level 1........................0
41. Amateur Senior Stallion 30” & Under, Level 2........................0
42. Amateur Senior Stallion, Level 1...............................................1
43. Amateur Senior Stallion, Level 2...............................................1
44. Amateur Senior Stallions Over 30-34,” Level 1.......................1
45. Amateur Senior Stallions 30-34,” Level 2.................................1
46. Amateur Showmanship................................................................1
47. Amateur Single Pleasure Driving, Level 1................................1
48. Amateur Single Pleasure Driving, Level 2................................1
49. Amateur Ladies Single Pleasure Driving..................................0
50. Amateur Gentlemen’s Single Pleasure Driving.......................0
51. Amateur Stock Gelding................................................................1
52. Amateur Stock Mare....................................................................1
53. Amateur Stock Stallion................................................................1
54. Amateur Versatility.......................................................................1
55. AOTE Classic Pleasure Driving..................................................1
56. AOTE Country Pleasure Driving...............................................1
57. AOTE Exhibiting a Gelding........................................................1
58. AOTE Exhibiting a Junior  Stallion, Level 1............................1
59. AOTE Exhibiting a Junior Gelding, Level 1.............................1
60. AOTE Exhibiting a Junior Gelding, Level 2.............................1
61. AOTE Exhibiting a Junior Mare, Level 1..................................1
62. AOTE Exhibiting a Junior Mare, Level 2..................................1
63. AOTE Exhibiting a Junior Stallion, Level 2..............................1
64. AOTE Exhibiting a Mare.............................................................1
65. AOTE Exhibiting a Senior Gelding, Level 1.............................1
66. AOTE Exhibiting a Senior Gelding, Level 2............................1
67. AOTE Exhibiting a Senior Mare, Level 1..................................1
68. AOTE Exhibiting a Senior Mare, Level 2..................................1
69. AOTE Exhibiting a Senior Stallion, Level 1.............................1
70. AOTE Exhibiting a Senior Stallion, Level 2.............................1
71. AOTE Exhibiting a Stallion........................................................1
72. AOTE Roadster..............................................................................0
73. AOTE Single Pleasure Driving...................................................1
74. AOTE Stock Gelding.....................................................................0
75. AOTE Stock Mare.........................................................................0   
76.      AOTE Stock Stallion.....................................................................0  
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77.                      AOTE Versatility..................................................................1
78.   AOTE Hunter....................................................................0
79.   AOTE Hunter Obstacle.....................................................0
80. Open Adult Showmanship..........................................................0
81.    Open Antique Vehicle Driving..................................................0
82.                  Open Carriage Driving Pleasure.........................................0
83.                 Open Carriage Driving Turnout........................................0
84.                Open Carriage Driving Working.......................................0
85.                 Open Carriage Driving Reinsmanship...............................0
86.                 Open Carriage Driving Obstacle.........................................0
87.  Open Classic Plasure Driving Three-Year Old.......................0
88. Open Classic Pleasure Driving Four-Year Old......................0 
89. Open Classic Pleasure Driving Geldings.................................1
90. Open Classic Pleasure Driving Mares......................................1
91. Open Classic Pleasure Driving Stallions..................................1
92. Open Classic Pleasure Driving, 32” & Under..........................1
93.    Open Classic Pleasure Driving, Over 32-34”..........................2
94. Open Country Pleasure Driving  Three-Year Old.................0
95. Open Country Pleasure Driving  Four-Year Old ..................0
96. Open Country Pleasure Driving – Geldings...........................1
97. Open Country Pleasure Driving – Mares................................1
98. Open Country Pleasure Driving – Stallions...........................1
99. Open Country Pleasure Driving 32” & Under........................1
100. Open Country Pleasure Driving Over 32 -34”.......................2
101. Open Geldings Two-Year-Old....................................................1
102. Open Gentlemen’s Classic Pleasure Driving...........................1
103. Open Gentlemen’s Country Pleasure Driving.......................1
104. Open Gentlemen’s Roadster.......................................................0
105. Open Gentlemen’s Single Pleasure Driving.............................1
106. Open Get of Sire...........................................................................0
107. Open Golden Classic Pleasure Driving....................................0
108.  Open Golden Country Pleasure Driving................................0
109.   Open Golden Hunter...................................................................0
110. Open Golden Showmanship.......................................................0
111. Open Golden Single Pleasure Driving......................................0
112. Open Halter Obstacle...................................................................1
113. Open Hunter..................................................................................1
114. Open Jumper..................................................................................1
115. Open Ladies Classic Pleasure Driving......................................1
116. Open Ladies Country Pleasure Driving...................................1
117. Open Ladies Roadster..................................................................0
118. Open Ladies Single Pleasure Driving.......................................1
119. Open Liberty.................................................................................2
120. Open Mares 29” & Under Two-Year Old.................................1
121. Open Mares Over 29” to 31” Two-Year Old.............................2
122. Open Mares Over 31” to 33” Two-Year Old.............................2
123. Open Multi-Color Mares............................................................0
124. Open Multi-Color Stallions & Geldings..................................0
125. Open Multiple Hitch-Draft Harness Pairs or Tandem.........0
126. Open Multiple Hitch-Draft Harness Three or More.............0
127. Open Multiple Hitch-Light Harness Pairs or Tandem.........0
128. Open Multiple Hitch-Light Harness Three or More.............0
129. Open Obstacle Driving................................................................1
130. Open Produce of Dam.................................................................0
131. Open Roadster 32” & Under........................................................1
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132. Open Roadster Over 32” to 34”..................................................2
133. Open Senior Geldings 30” & Under..........................................1
134. Open Senior Geldings Over 30” to 32”.....................................1
135. Open Senior Geldings Over 32” to 34”.....................................2
136. Open Senior Mares 28” & Under................................................1
137. Open Senior Mares Over 28” to 30”..........................................1
138. Open Senior Mares Over 30” to 32”..........................................2
139. Open Senior Mares Over 32” to 34”..........................................2
140. Open Senior Stallions 28” & Under...........................................1
141. Open Senior Stallions Over 28” to 30”......................................1
142. Open Senior Stallions Over 30” to 32”......................................2
143. Open Senior Stallions Over 32” to 34”......................................2
144. Open Single Fine Harness Viceroy............................................0
145. Open Single Pleasure Driving – Geldings.................................1
146. Open Single Pleasure Driving – Mares....................................1
147. Open Single Pleasure Driving – Stallions................................1
148. Open Single Pleasure Driving 3 Year Old................................0
149. Open Single Pleasure Driving 4 Year Old................................0
150. Open Single Pleasure Driving 32” & Under.............................1
151. Open Single Pleasure Driving Over 32”- 34”...........................1
152. Open Solid-Color Mares.............................................................0
153. Open Solid-Color Stallions & Geldings...................................0
154.  Open Special Needs Driving....................................................0 

(See SN-010 for Special Needs Driving Guidelines)
155. Open Stallions 29” & Under Two-Year-old................................1
156. Open Stallions Over 29” to 31” Two-Year-Old........................2
157. Open Stallions Over 31” to 33” Two-Year-Old........................2
158. Open Stock Gelding.....................................................................2
159. Open Stock Mare.........................................................................2
160. Open Stock Stallion.....................................................................2
161. Open Versatility.............................................................................1
162. Open Weanling Geldings.............................................................0
163. Open Weanling Mares 27” & Under..........................................0
164. Open Weanling Mares Over 27” to 30”....................................0
165. Open Weanling Stallions 27” & Under.....................................0
166. Open Weanling Stallions Over 27” to 30”...............................0
167. Open Yearling Geldings...............................................................1
168. Open Yearling Mares 28” & Under............................................1
169. Open Yearling Mares Over 28” to 30”.......................................2
170. Open Yearling Mares Over 30” to 32”.......................................2
171. Open Yearling Stallions 28” & Under........................................1
172. Open Yearling Stallions Over 28” to 30”..................................2
173. Open Yearling Stallions Over 30” to 32”..................................2
174.  YOTE Classic Pleasure Driving 18 & Under............................1
175. YOTE Country Pleasure Driving 18 & Under..........................1
176. YOTE Geldings 18 & Under........................................................1
177. YOTE Mares 18 & Under.............................................................1
178. YOTE Roadster 18 & Under.........................................................1
179.  YOTE Single Pleasure Driving 18 & Under..............................1
180. Youth 7 & Under Exhibiting Junior Gelding..........................0
181. Youth 7 & Under Exhibiting Junior Mare...............................0
182. Youth 7 & Under Exhibiting Senior Gelding..........................0
183. Youth 7 & Under Exhibiting Senior Mare...............................0
184. Youth 8-12 Exhibiting Junior Gelding......................................1
185. Youth 8-12 Exhibiting Junior Mare...........................................1
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186. Youth 8-12 Exhibiting Senior Gelding......................................1
187. Youth 8-12 Exhibiting Senior Mare..........................................1
188. Youth 13 & Older Exhibiting Junior Gelding..........................1
189. Youth 13 & Older Exhibiting Junior Mare...............................1
190. Youth 13 & Older Exhibiting Senior Gelding..........................1
191. Youth 13 & Older Exhibiting Senior Mare...............................1
192. Youth Classic Pleasure Driving, 8-12........................................1
193. Youth Classic Pleasure Driving, 13-18.......................................1
194. Youth Costume.............................................................................0
195. Youth Country Pleasure Driving 8-12......................................1
196. Youth Country Pleasure Driving 13 to 18................................1
197. Youth Halter Obstacle 12 & Under............................................1
198. Youth Halter Obstacle 13-18........................................................1
199. Youth Hunter 12 & Under............................................................1
200. Youth Hunter 13-18.......................................................................1
201. Youth Jumper 12 & Under...........................................................1
202. Youth Jumper 13-18.......................................................................1
203. Youth Obstacle Driving 12 & Under...........................................1
204. Youth Obstacle Driving 13-18....................................................1
**205.Youth Pleasure Driving 7 & Under (form required).............0
206. Youth Reinsmanship 8-18...........................................................0
207. Youth Roadster 12 & Under..........................................................1
208. Youth Roadster 13-18....................................................................1
209. Youth Showmanship 7 & Under................................................0
210. Youth Showmanship 8-12...........................................................1
211. Youth Showmanship 13-18.........................................................1
212. Youth Single Pleasure Driving 8-12..........................................1
213. Youth Single Pleasure Driving 13-18.........................................1
214. Youth Stock Gelding......................................................................1
215. Youth Stock Mare.........................................................................1
216. Youth Versatility, 12 & Under.....................................................1
217. Youth Versatility, 13 - 18.............................................................1
218. Adult Special Needs Halter Showing a Mare or Gelding......0
219. Adult Special Needs Showmanship...........................................0
220. Youth Special Needs Showmanship 18 & Under.....................0
221. Youth Special Needs Exhibiting a Mare or Gelding...............0
222. World Amateur Grand Champion Classic Pleasure Driving....
223. World Amateur Grand Champion Country Pleasure Driving....
224. World Amateur Grand Champion Junior Gelding..................
225. World Amateur Grand Champion Junior Mare.......................
226. World Amateur Grand Champion Junior Stallion...................
227. World Amateur Grand Champion Roadster Driving..............
228. World Amateur Grand Champion Senior Gelding..................
229. World Amateur Grand Champion Senior Mare.......................
230. World Amateur Grand Champion Senior Stallion...................
231. World Amateur Grand Champion Single Pleasure Driving....
232. World Grand Champion Classic Pleasure Driving...................
233. World Grand Champion Country Pleasure Driving................
234. World Grand Champion Junior Gelding..................................
235. World Grand Champon Junior Mare.........................................
236. World Grand Champion Junior Stallion....................................
237. World Grand Champion Roadster Driving ...............................
238. World Grand Champion Senior Gelding....................................
239. World Grand Champion Senior Mare..........................................
240. World Grand Champion Senior Stallion......................................
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241. World Grand Champion Single Pleasure Driving.......................
 (Amended 02-10, effective 01-11)
 (Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)
 (Amended 12-11, effective 01-12)
 (Amended 02-12, effective 01-13)
 (Amended 06-13, effective 01-14)
 (Amended 02-17, effective 01-18)
 (Amended 11-18, effective 01-19)
         (Amended 11-21, effective 01-22)

* The Show Rules committee governing entry to the 
Championship and World Championship Shows shall be 
empowered to  validate               exemptions from stated 
requirements upon sufficient evidence presented by exhibitor. 
(Amended 02-14, effective 01-15)

** Weanling classes will be split at the World and Championship 
Shows and are optional at local shows. 

*** This class is not a qualifier for Grand Championship classes at 
any AMHA approved show. 

B.  Point accumulations to qualify for participation in the World 
Championship Show will stop thirty (30) days prior to the 
date of the World Championship Show. Points earned in 
shows held during the thirty-day period prior to the World 
Championship Show will count towards participation in the 
World Championship Show in the subsequent year.

C.  Any animal who wins one Grand Championship or two 
(2) Reserve Championships in halter competition in shows 
in which at least six (6) horses have competed in that sex 
division, shall be qualified for the World Championship 
Show.

D.  Points earned as a stallion for World qualification will carry 
over to geldings qualification should the horse be gelded. 
This does not apply for Honor Roll Awards.

E.  All horses placing TOP TEN in their class at one of the 
AMHA Regional Championship Shows, regardless of the 
number shown in the same classes as offered at the World 
Championship Show will AUTOMATICALLY qualify for 
the same class at the AMHA World Championship Show.

 (Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)
F.  AMHA World Show Alternative Qualifying
  In order to qualify for the AMHA World Show Alternative 

Qualifying a horse/exhibitor may qualify under the following 
requirements.  All requirements must be specifically met and 
documented:

 1.  The horse/exhibitor must exhibit in a minimum of two (2) 
AMHA Approved local shows under a minimum of six (6) 
judges. An AMHA Championship Show qualifies for one 
(1) local show or three (3) judges.

  a.  Qualifying for the AMHA World Show is considered 
on a class by class basis.  The horse/exhibitor must 
exhibit in exactly the same class in a minimum of two 
(2) AMHA Approved local shows under a minimum 
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of six (6) judges to exhibit in the same class during the AMHA 
World Show.
 2.  If a horse/exhibitor wishes to exhibit in a class during the 

World Show which was not offered during World Show 
Qualifying period, the following must be forwarded to the 
AMHA office:

  a.  Owners/exhibitors must provide a copy of the class 
list from the two (2) local shows referenced in 
number 2.  Show Location and Show Date must be 
provided.

  b.  Indicate the class you wish to show in, but was not offered.
 3.  The above documentation must be submitted on the 

official AMHA form and received in the AMHA Office 
before World Show Close of Entries.  Requests received 
after this date will be denied.  

    (Amended 02-11, effective 01-12)
G.     International Amateur Qualifying Rule

International Amateur members residing in foreign 
countries may qualify their horse that is located in the 
United States, with a trainer, for showing in the amateur 
division at the World Show as follows:

1. The member exhibits a horse in any amateur halter and/or  
performance class/classes (excluding amateur driving 
classes) at two AMHA approved international shows or 
the AMHA European Regional Championship Show. 
Clarification: If the international amateur wished to 
show more than one horse under this rule, they must be 
qualified with the same number of horses in their home 
country- for example, if the amateur owns two horses 
located in a recognized AMHA Region in amateur classes 
at the World Show, they must meet the conditions of the 
International Amateur Qualifying Rule with two horses in 
their home country.

2. The amateur horse, located in the USA, must be owned by
the amateur or the amateur’s immediate family in order 
to be entered at the World Show. Clarification: Said 
ownership must be in place prior to the horse (in a 
recognized AMHA Region) being shown/qualified for the 
World Show.

3. The amateur’s horse, located in the USA, must be shown,  
qualified and entered into the World Show in an Open 
class.

4. The amateur exhibitor must meet all Amateur Division
and World Show rules and pay the applicable World Show 
fees.

5. All amateur classes are included except the amateur driving
classes in this qualifying rule. To qualify in any amateur 
driving class, the amateur must drive their horse in one 
show in the USA.

     (Amended 02-14, effective 01-15)

WS-035 WORLD & CHAMPIONSHIP GRAND 
CHAMPION HALTER CLASSES
A.  World and Championship Grand Championship classes 

shall include the Champion & Reserve Champions, from the 
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appropriate halter classes.

B.  World and Championship Grand Champion Ribbons and 
Awards: from the respective halter classes a World and 
Championship Grand Champion and Reserve will receive an 
appropriate uniform trophy and ribbon.

C.  All World Grand Champions and Reserve World Grand 
Champions will be drug tested in accordance with AMHA 
standards and procedures, with all other horses subject to 
random testing.

WS-036 WORLD & CHAMPIONSHIP GRAND 
CHAMPION DRIVING CLASSES
A.  World and Championship Grand Championship classes 

shall include the Champions & Reserve Champions, from 
the appropriate driving classes as follows:

 1.   World and Championship Grand Champion 
Single Pleasure Driving (World and Championship 
Champions and Reserve, from classes 98, 104, 111, 138-
144, 172, 205-206). 

 2.   World and Championship Grand Champion Roadster 
Driving (World and Championship Champions and 
Reserve, from classes  96, 110, 124-125, 171, 200-201).

 3.   World and Championship Grand Champion Country 
Pleasure Driving. (World and Championship Champions 
and Reserve, from classes 86-92, 95, 101, 109, 168, 188-
189).

 4.   World and Championship Grand Champion Classic 
Pleasure Driving. (World and Championship 
Champions and Reserve, from classes 79-85, 94, 100, 
108, 167, 185-186).

B.   Amateur World and Championship Grand Championship 
classes shall include the Champions and Reserve Champions 
from the appropriate driving classes as follows:

 1.  Amateur World and Championship Grand Champion 
Single Pleasure Driving (World and Championship 
Champions and Reserve, from classes 47, 48, 49, 73).

 2.  Amateur World and Championship Grand Champion 
Roadster Driving (World and Championship 
Champions and Reserve, from classes 27, 72) 

 3.  Amateur World and Championship Grand Champion 
Country Pleasure Driving (World and Championship 
Champions and Reserve, from classes 7, 8,  56) 

 4.  Amateur World and Championship Grand Champion 
Classic Pleasure Driving (World and Championship 
Champions and Reserve, from classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 55)  
(Amended 02-16, effective 01-17).

C.  All World Grand Champions and Reserve World Grand 
Champions will be drug tested in accordance with AMHA 
standards and procedures, with all other horses subject to 
random testing.
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WS-040 WORLD CHAMPION RIBBONS AND AWARDS
A.  First and Second place will receive a trophy, third through 

tenth place will receive an appropriate award. The World 
Grand and Reserve World Champion of each Grand shall 
receive an additional trophy and ribbon that will be similar 
from year to year.
(Amended 02-06, effective 01-07)

 (Amended 02-12, effective 01-13)

B.  All World Championship Show results will be published on 
the AMHA Website.
(Amended 12-03, effective 01-04)

WS-042 CHAMPIONSHIP RIBBONS AND AWARDS
A.  Top Ten will be selected and announced in all classes at the 

Championship Shows with a Grand and Reserve Champion 
named.

B.  Uniform trophies and ribbons will be presented at all 
Championship Shows.

C.  All Championship Show results will be published on the 
AMHA Website.
(Amended 12-03, effective 01-04)

American Miniature Horse Association

Thank you
on behalf of the

Judges!
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